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History though Papers

ñThe EPICS Entrepreneurship Initiative:  

Combining Engineering and Management to Improve 

Entrepreneurship Education and Practiceò 
©  2003 American Society for Engineering Education Annual Conference & Exposition.

ñCreating an Innovation Continuum in the Engineering Curriculum:  

EPICS and the EPICS Entrepreneurship Initiativeò

Memorandum of Understanding 

Special Agreement with Purdueôs Office of Technology 

Commercialization & EPICS projects

EPICS Entrepreneurship Initiative 

Discovery Park 

Burton D. Morgan Center for Entrepreneurship
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ñThe Social Entrepreneurship Initiativeò  Paper & Panel Presentation

ñLow-profit Limited Liability Company (L3C) A new Tool for 

Implementing University Research via Social Entrepreneursò

ñNonprofit and For-Profit Collaboration 

A Successful Model for Social Entrepreneurship

ñThe Innovation Initiative for Social Entrepreneurship:

Fostering Awareness of Local and Global Social Issues 

via Entrepreneurship Educationò

ñA University-Community Collaboration that Creates 

And Innovative Model for Social Entrepreneurshipò
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Å Launching tomorrow's leaders by enhancing student success with 

careers in a dynamic global society, as well as fostering intellectual, 

professional and personal development for lifelong learning. 

Å Promoting discovery with delivery by conducting field-defining 

research with breakthrough outcomes and catalyzing research-

based economic development and entrepreneurship. 

Å Meeting global challenges by enhancing Purdue's presence and 

impact in addressing grand challenges of humanity. 

Purdue University-Strategic Plan- 2008-2014

New Synergies:
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Tier 2

Commercialization

Å The most efficient means to move products to the end user.

Å The process for delivering products no different for socially focused 

products.

Å Protecting Intellectual Property protects the integrity of the research.

Tier 1 

Mentoring Students for the Competitions
ÅIdea to Product

ÅBurton Morgan Business Plan

ÅGlobal I2P

Tier 3 

Business Creation
ÅLow-profit Limited Liability Company

ÅNon-profit partnerships
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Partnerships
Å University of Texas at Austin

ï NSF Grant

Å National Collegiate Inventors & Innovators Alliance (NCIIA)

ï Student sponsor for SEEC Workshop

Å Indiana Family & Social Services Administration

ï Center for Assistive Technology Indiana Liaison Group

Å Purdue Agronomy 

ï USDA ïCosta Rica 

Å Network Africa

ï Notre Dame University

Å Global Hub www.globalhub.org

ï Global Social entrepreneurship Costa Rica

ï Custom Prosthetic Limb Design

ï Idea-to-Product for Social Entrepreneurship Projects

ï The Africa Connection

http://www.globalhub.org/


Copyright© 2009 Nancy Clement-Purdue University

Social Entrepreneurship Initiatives

(SEI)
Social Entrepreneurship Initiative (fka EPICS Entrepreneurship Initiative)

AY-2008-09 2007-08 2006-07 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04

Workshop Competition Cumulative Totals

Purdue I2P4ESE

Students 27

Faculty & Staff 42

Total attendance 69

Total Number of Purdue teamspresenting. 9 12 9 6 7 6 36

Total Number of Purdue students. 20 35 56 47 16 10 184

National I2P4SE

Number of non-Purdue teamspresenting 9 9 8 9 2 2 39

Number of Purdue teamspresenting 3 3 3 3 12

Number ofstudentparticipants 24 23 14 29 9 3 102

Total Number of studentsparticipating in both 
competitions 44 58 70 76 25 13 286

High School Students 0 0 0 13 7 3 23

Elementary School participation 1 1 1 0 0 0 3

IP Disclosures to OTC 1 2 2 1 1 7

Copyright Protection 0 1 1 2

Provisional Patents Filed 1 1 1 3

Start-up Companies 0 1 1
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China
India

Africa

Mexico

*

2003-05 EPICS I2P Competition West Lafayette IN

2006 I2P Competition EPICS & Social Entrepreneurship San Jose CA

2007 I2P Competition for Social Entrepreneurship Princeton NJ

2008 I2P Social Entrepreneurship Atlanta, GA

South 

America

2009 -10 Costa Rica
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Entrepreneur

IP

Qualities of an  

competition

competition

competition
COMPETITION

competition

ÅSees Opportunities 

ÅRisk Taker

ÅAccepts Responsibility

ÅMake Money

ÅWants to be Rich

ÅProtects IP

ÅAspires towards IPO

ÅIndependent

ÅOwn Boss

ÅMaintains Control
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IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IP

IPIP

IP IP

ÅSees Opportunities to Improve the Lives of 

others

ÅRisk Taker

ÅAccepts Responsibility

ÅMake Money for Sustainability of Mission

ÅEnriches others

ÅShares Protected IP

ÅAspires to Achieve IPO - Community Wide

ÅIn dependence with Others

ÅBoss of Own Destiny 

ÅRelinquishes Control

Qualities of a Social Entrepreneur
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