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Introduction

     An individual’s choices are greatly influenced by their culture, values and experiences. I come from a background which has always been involved in various types of businesses and no one really has pursued higher education. This helped me take an initial decision that I will definitely try something non-business oriented. When I enrolled in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program, I enjoyed the physics and math lectures and started to develop a keen interest in the subject, and its overwhelmingly large impact on our daily life. Each lecture added a new dimension to my understanding of the subject, and I would reluctantly come away, desperately wanting more.  The application of science and math in the real world completely fascinated me. This is the reason I chose engineering. Gradually, I started to deal with different fields of engineering. My interest in Mechanical Engineering was mainly due to Robots, Cars, Designing. Also, Mechanical Engineering was such a diverse field that it would allow me to encompass any aspect of engineering.

Career Decision

      My decision to pursue higher education in the United States was because I was highly impressed with the educational system of this country. The teaching style, technique attracted me to attend college in America. I chose to come to Purdue University because of a number of factors but mainly because of its long standing recognition in Mechanical Engineering. At Purdue, I have not only thought of pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering, but also in Economics. The two majors are very different from each other but in today’s flat world all possible skills are required and a combination of the two will prove to be quite effective. I never thought about Economics before I came to Purdue, but I wanted to make the most of my time at Purdue and maximize my options once I graduate. After attending almost 2 ears of college at Purdue, I can proudly say that I made the right decision because of the number of options available at Purdue and the university being well reputed all over the country.

Experience

      My Global experience to the International Education started long back when I enrolled myself in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program. I was well versed with the teaching pattern when I started studying at Purdue.  My freshman year, I worked in two companies to get additional experience in the field of engineering and finance. Firstly, I worked in Godrej and Boyce Pvt. Ltd., one of the biggest manufacturing firms in India. I actually applied all that I had learnt in my freshman year. I could make sense of the engineering drawings because of CGT 163. All the necessary pats used to make a component would make complete sense to me. I also learnt how a manufacturing unit functions with its various departments. Secondly, I worked in a Stock Market firm to make volatility based models to help predict the market. This was a wonderful experience because I never knew I would be doing something so soon in Finance. 
      To gain more experience, I joined the American Society of Mechanical Engineers last semester. I was a part of the Rube Goldberg Team this semester and a lot of Community Service events. I learnt that engineering is not just about working on projects and building stuff but there are certain ethics you need to maintain as an engineer. I got to learn this at Purdue. With the objective of learning more, I joined the SIG Artificial Intelligence group last semester and I hold the position of a team leader for the design and prototyping of a blind stick that uses ultrasonic sensors and microcontrollers to detect objects and alert the user. The approach to making a blind task is intended to make blind people independent and at the same time it would greatly improve the safety of the person. Working on the group has helped me develop me leadership skills along with my knowledge in engineering.
        This semester I became a part of the EPOD (Electric Purdue on Demand), which is an autonomous vehicle going to be introduced at Purdue for the benefit of Purdue students. Such a type of a project has never been done in the world before and it feels great to be a part of such a big project. I am in currently in the Skateboard team, which is responsible for the frame and drive train of the car. I am also a part of the Logistics group because besides being an engineer, I also need to gain leadership skills and manage people to get work done. I have learnt that in today’s flat world both engineering and business work hand in hand.

Goals

      The idea to pursue a double major was to keep my options maximized at the time of graduation. I have yet not discovered what exactly I want to do in Mechanical Engineering but I have always dreamt of having my own company with a product which is engineering related.  The energy crisis is also something I have been aware of for a long time now, and is the most upcoming thing in today’s world. I will soon discover my specific are of interest and work towards it so that I can achieve my final goal.
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