US-FRENCH SYMPOSIUM – The Office for Science and Technology of the French Embassy, in Chicago and the Purdue University Global Engineering Program co-organized a Symposium on “Developing Partnerships for Sustainable Water Management and Agriculture in the context of Climate and Global Change”.  About 100 invited scientists from France, the United States and the international community attended the symposium. The meeting included the research, education and policy persons from public and private sectors. 

Objectives: 
· enhance the development of strong US-French partnerships in research, education and industry to address issues of climate change, sustainable water management and agriculture.
· present needs and skills to policy makers, research laboratories and firms.
· develop new opportunities for partnerships and collaborative initiatives in research, innovation and education.

Expected Outcomes:
· the development of strong US-French partnerships to address issues of climate change, sustainable water management and agriculture, including research, education, and industry.
· Key themes of the workshop will be summarized in peer-reviewed proceedings, published and shared with scientists and interested policy-makers in France, the United States and the broader international scientific community. These will include, among others, Computers and Electronics in Agriculture.
· In addition, the symposium is organized to produce the following specific results:
1. Increased visibility for mutual Franco-American bi-national scientific activities
2. Identification and discussion of research and educational activities of mutual interest
3. Development of plans for sustainable partnerships among universities, research labs and industries
4. Identification of funding opportunities
5. Development of white paper drafts for bi-national priorities
6. An agreed timeline for follow-up activities
7. Symposium proceedings highlighting the state of the science and session discussions: symposium proceedings will include the bios, the abstracts and also the full notes, the recommendations and the proposed white papers.
8. Special issue of refereed journal(s) 


Funding: 
· National Science Foundation
· Office of Economic Cooperation and Development
· The Government of France
· Purdue University:
· Office of the Vice President of Research
· College of Engineering
· College of Agriculture
· Indiana Water Resources Research Council


Attending:

	French scientists
	35
	U Strasbourg, Toulouse, IAMM, ENSAT, Valorhiz, IRD, BRGM, Cemagref, ONEMA, SupAgro, Ministry Agric., INGREF, Invest in France, ENSAT, AgroParis Tech, Vieolia, INRA, ONEMA, Mines de Paris

	OECD scientists
	10
	Netherlands, Catalunya, Argentina, Egypt, European Commission, UNESCO-IHE, ARS

	USA scientists
	70
	USDA, UIUC, John Deere, Monsanto, UC-D, NASA, DOW, IL Sustainability, NCAR, DOE, NSF, Purdue, TAMU, UAZ, IA State, IUPUI, Archer Daniels Midland, U PR, Mascoma, Yale, Northeastern U, MI Tech, U Not. Dame,  OSU

	Student
	8
	Purdue, Iowa State U, U IL, DePaul, Northwestern



Summary of outcomes

I. Publications
a. symposium program, including brief bios of participants and abstracts of presented papers.
b. COMPAG (computer and electronics in agriculture) will publish refereed contributions of full articles. Guest editors: Mohtar, Braudeau and Belhouchette. 
c. Web portal: https://globalhub.org/groups/us_french_symposium is in use for storage of papers and interactive communication by participants and interested parties.
II. White papers
13 white papers were produced and follow up is underway to turn these into joint research papers, proposals and related activities.  
III. Sustainability 
a. The Office of Science and Technology of the French Embassy, Chicago Consulate, and the Purdue University Global Engineering Program (GEP) are seeking seed funds to sustain the partnership. 
b. GEP created seed funding to enable Purdue University engineering faculty to pursue work with French partners in the areas highlighted in the symposium.  
IV. Timeline and action plan
a. follow-up meeting to be conducted in late summer, 2010 for the purpose of completing proposals and sending for funding. 
b. next meeting of the US – French partnership was proposed in France summer 2011. 
V. Evaluation An evaluation questionnaire was distributed to all participants, using the format of OECD sponsored conferences.  The results will be reviewed and analyzed for program improvement purposes.
VI. Agreements for Cooperation were signed with International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies–Mediterrenean Agronomic Institute of Montpellier (CIHEAM-IAMM) and Purdue University Global Engineering Program.  The letter is designed to facilitate and develop genuine and mutually beneficial exchanges between the two institutions. 

An initial draft of a similar letter of intent was developed for consideration by GEP and Institut de Recherche pour le Development (IRD), Marseille, France. Other participating institutions were encouraged to follow suit. 


